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TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : FRIDAY, 15 MAY 2015  

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES THE LIFE SENTENCE METED OUT TO TWO KILLERS OF 

IXOPO NUN. 

  

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, 

has hugely welcomed the decision of Pietermaritzburg High Court to sentence two men to life 

imprisonment for killing and raping Ixopo nun, Getrude Tiefenbacher (86). 

 

Mchunu said he was satisfied that this long life imprisonment would send a strong message to 

murderers and rapists that the long arm of law would catch up with them in KwaZulu-Natal 

  

Sbongiseni Phungula (25) and Mondli Shozi (26) were today sentenced to life imprisonment for 

raping and killing 86-year-old Austrian-born nun and 18 years each for robbery. 

   

This week, Shozi and Phungula pleaded guilty to the charges at the Pietermaritzburg High Court 

and the court found the two men guilty on all charges. 

  

MEC Mchunu has today (15 May 2015) welcomed the court’s judgment and thanked the police 

and prosecution team that ensured the arrests, convictions and sentencing of the suspects. 

  



“We welcome the court decision as it sends a very strong message that raping and 

murdering our elderly women, who should be the most valued members of our 

communities, will be met with the full might of the law.  

  

“We thank and commend the law enforcement agencies who worked tirelessly to ensure 

that justice is done for the late sister Tiefenbacher and her family. I hope that this 

sentencing would bring closure to the family, friends, and colleagues and to the people 

of South Africa. 

  

“I am sure that others who think of committing these crimes against our elderly citizens 

will definitely think twice,” said Mchunu. 

  

Mchunu concluded by saying that the KwaZulu-Natal government has, in this financial year, 

identified rape, murder and drug-scums as criminal activities that need urgent attention of the 

government and the people of KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

“These are types of crimes- where the elderly and children are molested- which reflect 

the lowest decline of morals. Something drastic needs to be done to arrest this chocking 

decline of moral and Ubuntu,” said Mchunu 

 

ENDS/ 

 

Enquiries:           Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za (DCSL COMMUNICATIONS HEAD) 

OR 

 

Kwanele Ncalane @072 803 1462/079 6995755 

Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za.(DOT AND DCSL MEC 

SPOKESPERSON) 
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